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Learning Objectives:  

• Introduce division of history 

• Importance of Medieval period 

• familiarise the student with the changing names of the land of India 

 

                        

Differences between Ancient, Medieval and Modern History 

Ancient History Medieval History Modern History 

This era of human history saw 
widespread use of bronze and 
iron tools leading to the 
formation of composite 
human societies that 
eventually evolved to large 
empires 

There were many advances in 
science and other 
technological advances such 
as the invention of gunpowder 
and increased trade between 
Asia and Europe 

The technological advances 
would usher in a new era of 
enlightenment with new 
systems of government 
overcoming the old systems 

 

Introduction:  

Medieval India is the phase of the Indian subcontinent between the ancient period and the modern 

period. 

Medieval period is an important period in the history of India because of the developments in the 

field of art and languages, culture and religion. Also the period has witnessed the impact of other 

religions on the Indian culture. Beginning of Medieval period is marked by the rise of the Rajput 

clan. This period is also referred to as Postclassical Era. Medieval period lasted from the 8th to the 

18th century CE with early Medieval period from the 8th to the 13th century and the late medieval 

period from the 13th to the 18th century. Early Medieval period witnessed wars among regional 

kingdoms from north and south India where as late medieval period saw the number of Muslim 

invasions by Mughals, Afghans and Turks.  

 



 
New and Old Terminologies 

 

• Historical records, languages, and the meaning of words change with the time. 
• In the Mughal era, 'Hindustan' was the most common term for India. 
• In the 13th century, the term Hindustan was used by the Persians and Mughals to mean the 

areas around the Indus-river valley in north-west India (Punjab, Haryana, and the lands 
between the Ganga and the Yamuna rivers), but not south India. 

• Babur also used the term Hindustan to explain the geographies and cultures of the 
subcontinent in the early 16th century, and that was similar to the way Amir Khusrau (a 
famous poet) did it in the 14th century. 

• Historians have to check the meanings of the terms and words they use, as they change 
from time to time. For example, today we use the term 'foreigner' to mean someone who is 
not an Indian, but in the medieval period, it meant any stranger who was not a part of a 
society or culture. 

 
 

Note : Create a  type of graphic organizer that lists the three main ages of  history. Also make sure 

your graphic organizer defines the use of BC/BCE and AD/CE 
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