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Learning Objectives:  

 

• Outline the major developments within the national movement, with focus on a detailed 
study of one major event 

• Show how contemporary writings and documents can be used to reconstruct the histories of 
political movements 

The Emergence of Nationalism 

 

• After the revolt of 1857, people of India became determined to root out British rule from the 
country. 

• An awareness spread among them, they began to feel that India was the people of India 
and its resources were meant for all the Indians. 

• Unless British control over the resources of India and its people was ended, India could not 
be for Indians. So, the first foremost task of every Indian was to fight against the foreign rule 
unless and until it was rooted out. 

• Political associations came into being in the 1870s and 1880s. The more important ones 
were the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha, the Indian Association, the Madras Mahajana Sabha 
and Bombay Presidency Association. 

• The aim of all these association was to empower Indians so that they might take decision 
regarding their affairs. 

• The British were aware of all these developments. They began to take action. In 1878, the 
Arms Act was passed which disallowed Indians from possessing arms. In the same the 
Vernacular Press Act was passed, which tried to silence all those who were critical of the 
government. 

• In 1883, the government introduced the Ilbert Bill. The bill provided for the trial of British or 
European persons by Indians, and sought equality between British and Indian judges in the 
country. 

• In 1885, the Indian National congress came into being. 

After studying the above important points write the same in your history notebooks. 
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