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Learning Objectives:

1. Learn about the ancient system of administration.
2. Learn how new kingdoms that history tells us today about came into being.
3. Learn about different groups of society.
4. Learn howwomenwere treated and looked upon in the ancient Indian society
5. Learn about the ancient Indian administration .

About 2,500 years ago,big kingdoms developed in the Ganga valley .Each has a
well -defined territory and government.Some of these kingdoms later grew into
powerful empires.

Sources;

The main source of information about this period are the Vedic texts such as the
Brahmanas and the Upanishads and the Buddhist texts such as the Jataka tales.

Janapadas and Mahajanapadas;

Aryans lived in the villages and a person’s life revolved around the tribe.A big
change came about around this time.Iron began to be used on a much larger
scale.Thick forests of the Ganga plains had not allowed expansion of this
region.But now iron tools helped people to clear the forests,where later,bigger
settlements developed.The small tribes of the earlier period gave way to large
kingdoms.These territories came to be called the janapadas.The larger and more
powerful janapadas were called mahajanapadas.

There were 16 mahajanapadas in the Ganga valley in the sixth century
BCE.They were named iafter the ruling of the most important tribe in the
area.Each mahajanapada had a capital,which was generally fortified.Huge walls



of stone or bricks were built around the city and this was perhaps to resist attack
ms by neighbouring kingdoms.

Mahajanapadas were of two types;

1. Republics

2. Monarchies

Republics ;

A republican mahajanapada was ruled by a group elected by the common people
and there was no king.Decisions were taken by a majority vote.The Shakyas and
the Lichchavis were the important republics.

Monarchies;

The monarchical mahajanapadas were ruled by the kings.The King was very
powerful and had a large army and many sources of revenue.Kingship was
hereditary.The king’s son succeeded him to the throne.

Magadha,Vatsa,Avanti and Kosala were the greatest of these kingdoms.

Activity;

Check map on P no 46 and make a list of all the mahajanapadas shown on an A 4
size craft paper and paste it on your notebook.


