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The Panchayat system at the village level consists of the;

1. Gram Sabha

2. The Gram Panchayat

3. Nyaya Panchayat

Gram Sabha;

The Gram Sabha consists of men and women in a village who are 18 years of age
and above.

They meet at least twice a year.

The Gram Sabha has the power to review the work done by the Gram Panchayat
and examine its accounts of expenditure.If it is not satisfied with the performance
of any member of the panchayat,it can remove that member by means of a vote of
no-confidence.

Gram Panchayat;

Composition:

The members of a Gram Panchayat are elected for a term of five years.

Seats are reserved for people belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes in proportion to their population.One-third of the total number
of seats is reserved for women.Seats may be reserved for the backward classes
also,if the state law so permits.

The Pradhan or Sarpanch heads the Gram Panchayat.Members of the Gram
Panchayat usually elect her/him.The Pradhan usually elect her/him.The Pradhan
is responsible for organizing the meetings of the Panchayat.

The Gram Panchayat also ejects the deputy chairperson,who
officiates in the absence of Pradhan.The village panchayat constitutes several
committed to carry out the different responsibilities assigned to them.



Functions;

The Gram Panchayat looks after the social,economic and cultural needs of the
villages.

The Gram Panchayat is responsible for implementing the Community
Development Programme at the village level.It’s functions are;

 To charge and collect taxes,tolls and fees.

 To maintain water sources,village wells,tanks and pumps,street lighting and
drainage system.

 Development of agriculture,primary education,health and sanitation.

 To ensure social justice,welfare of children,settling disputes and generating
employment in villages.

 To organise sports,run health centres and immunization programmes.

Source of income;

The Gram Panchayat receives income from various sources such as taxes on
houses,shops and fairs,registration fees on purchase and sale of cattle,sale of
public property and grants from the state government.This money is spent on the
welfare of the village.


