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Note: The given content need not to be printed. 

 

CHAPTER 08.  

THE STORY OF WATER. 

P.NO.57-64. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

• To acquaint students with the sources of water in the past.  

• To enhance the cognitive and critical thinking among them. 

 

Sources of water in the past 

In ancient times, water was easily available from the rivers and from other sources. Some of 

those sources are used even today. 

1. A Lake: A lake is a small, natural body of water in which 

water from various sources ( rainfall, overflowing rivers 

and melting snow) gets accumulated. It is surrounded by 

land. There are millions of lakes in the world. They are 

found on every continent and in every kind of 

environment—in mountains and deserts, on plains, and near seashores. Lakes vary greatly in 

size. 

2. A Johar: A johar, also known as a pokhar or a 

percolation pond is a small earthen dam used for 

effectively harnessing water resources in the states 

of Haryana, Rajasthan, Punjab, and western Uttar 

Pradesh of North India, that collects and stores 
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water throughout the year, to be used for the purpose of recharging the groundwater in the 

nearby water wells. This has resulted in the improvement of groundwater levels. 

3. A  Well:  A well is a deep hole dug into the ground. It is an excavation or structure created in 

the ground by digging, driving, or drilling to access 

liquid resources, usually water. The oldest and most 

common kind of well is water well, to access 

groundwater in underground aquifers. The well 

water is drawn up by a pump, or using containers, 

such as buckets, that are raised mechanically or by hand. Wells were first constructed at 

least eight thousand years ago and historically vary in construction.  

4. A Step Well:   A step well is also called a baoli. Step wells are wells or ponds in which the 

water is reached by descending a set of steps to the 

water level. Step wells are examples of the many 

types of storage and irrigation tanks that were 

developed in India, mainly to cope with seasonal 

fluctuations in water availability. A basic difference 

between step wells and tanks or wells is that step wells make it easier for people to reach the 

groundwater and to maintain and manage the well. It can be used for rainwater harvesting. 
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NOTEBOOK WORK. 

• All work is to be done on the EVS notebook. 

• Fill in the index page properly. 

 

THE STORY OF WATER. 

CHAPTER 08. 

PAGE NO. 57-64 

I LEARN, I ANSWER 

A. Answer these questions. 

Q1. Briefly describe any two sources of water used in the past. 

Ans. The two sources of water used in the past are: 

1.  A Lake:  A Lake is a small, natural body of water in which water from various sources           

(rainfall, overflowing rivers and melting snow) gets accumulated. 

2. A Step Well:  A step well is also called a baoli. It has steps which lead to water reservoir. It 

can be used for rainwater harvesting. 


