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Learning Objective:  

• understand that gender is a social construct and not determined by biological 

difference 

• learn to interrogate gender construction in different social and economic contexts 

• to link everyday practises with the creation of inequality and question it 

Gender Inequality In India 

The reality of gender inequality in India is very complex and diversified because it is present in many ways, 

many fields and many classes. Over the past decade, gender equality and women‘s empowerment have been 

explicitly recognized as a key to the social and economic development of the nation. Additionally, the 

promotion of gender equality and empowering of women was one of the eight Millennium Development Goals 

(MDG) to which India was a signatory.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER studying the above graphic organizer draw  the same in your  civics notebooks. 
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Status of Women –From Ancient India to 

present Time period 

In ancient India, 
women were held in 
high esteem and the 
position of a woman 
in the Vedas and the 
Upanishads was that 
of a mother (maata) 
or goddess (Devi). In 
the early Vedic age, 
girls were looked 
after with care. 

 

Then practice of 
polygamy 
deteriorated the 
status of woman 
and in the 
medieval period, 
the practices of 
purdah system, 
dowry, and sati 
came into being. 

 

With the passage of time, 
the status of woman was 
lowered. After the 
advancements made in 
relevant science and 
technology, it led to the 
misuse by practising female 
foeticide on a large scale. 
This has led to a drop in the 
female ratio. According to 
the census 2001, the sex 
ratio in India is 927 females 
to 1,000 males. And then 
dowry has become common 
and started Female 
infanticide practices in few 
areas.  

At home, the woman’s contribution 
towards home as a housewife is 
not recognized. 

Domestic Violence, Sexual 
Exploitation, molestation, eve-
teasing, forced prostitution, sexual 
harassment at workplaces, etc are 
a common affair today and in some 
cases, it’s too tragic that it gets 
global attention. 

 


