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G D GOENKA PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Subject: Ev.Sc./ 5TH 

Aspect: Supporting Content 

Lesson no.: 10. Pollution 

Learning Objective:  Students will learn about 

 Air pollution and its causes. 

Skills: Development of Environmental Sensitivity.  

Presentation: 

Air Pollution 

Air is the general name for the mixture of gases that makes up the Earth's atmosphere. These 
gases are primarily nitrogen (78%), mixed with oxygen (21%), water vapour , argon (0.9%), 
carbon dioxide (0.04%), and trace gases. Any change in the composition of air is called air 
pollution.  

When air is contaminated by unwanted substances which have a harmful effect on both the 
living and the non-living, it is referred to as air pollution. The substances which contaminate 
the air are called air pollutants. The contamination of air can be caused due to many factors 
such as poisonous or harmful gases, smoke, fog, smog, dust, etc. the air pollution affects both 
the plants as well as animals. 

Smog is a mixture of fog and smoke which occurs in some busy industrial cities.  
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 Causes of Air Pollution 

Air Pollution is mostly caused due to human activities. However, natural activities like forest 
fires, volcanic eruptions, sandstorms etc. also cause air pollution 

Human activities that cause air pollution are listed below: 

 Burning of Fossil Fuels: 

 The fossil fuel emits harmful gases such as sulphur dioxide and carbon monoxide into the air. 

 Automobiles:  

The emission of harmful gases is caused by the excessive use of automobiles. 

 Agricultural Activities:  

Various processes taking place during agricultural activities such as emission of ammonia 
overuse of insecticides, pesticides, and fertilizers.  

 Factories and Industries: 

Emission of harmful gases and chemicals into the air by the increasing industrial activities.  

 Domestic Resources: 

Effects of domestic sources such as the use of chemical paints and overuse of air conditioners. 

 

Homework: 

Q 1 Define the term air pollution. 

Q 2 Mention natural activities that cause air pollution. 

 


